
Summary 

 

On this first chapter of the book written by D. Soyini Madison:Critical Ethnography: 

Method, Ethics, and Performance we encounter the author’s opinion about some of 

the most important aspects of the discourse regarding Ethnography. More specifically, 

the author begins her chapter by mentioning an instance of her experience in Western 

Africa (Ghana).Occasioned by a film about the tradition of female circumcision in this 

region signifies firstly , the importance of human rights activists in Ghana and the lack 

of recognition that they receive from the Western World.
1
 Secondly she concerns 

herself with the significance of representation
2
,she draws upon Stuart Hall’s opinion 

that representation is a form of treatment and creates the impression that 

representation is not a naïve or innocent process. Subsequently she introduces the role 

of the Ethnographer
3
 as a medium of representation and also the forms, purposes and 

philosophical background that his/hers representation should have
4
.Thus the 

Ethnographer is being “represented” as wo/man with a heavy ethical duty.A 

responsibility to understand and expose instances,forms and procedures of injustice 

within his/hers social domain;One may argue that for D.Madison the Ethnographer 

here apart from his/hers academic knowledge and background has to have a sense of 

empathy towards the people ,who “studies”.A feeling of a deeply understanding about 

their reality and position in society and it’s outcomes (positive and 

negative).Afterwards she defines the word “Critical” in the term of Critical 

Ethnography,
5
 while referring to the characteristics of Michael Foucault’s 

“Critique”.
6
 She suggests that “Critical Ethnography must further its goals from 

simply politics to the politics of positionality” and quotes the positions of Michelle 
 

Fine and Jurgen Habermas.
7
 In addition, she “imports” to the text the term Postcritical 

 
Ethnography and distinguishes it from the “common” Ethnography. It is her belief 

that nowadays the Ethnographer should expose himself through his work and take 

resposibillity of his or hers positionality and subjectivity.
8
 Futhermore, she elaborates 

on the contributing factor that the terms “Dialogue” and “Other” have in the work of 

the researcher and their significant value between human beings.
9
 In the last sub-

chapter she continues her analysis by clarifying the terms “Theory” and “Method”; 

The blurred lines between them and the fact that sometimes they are equally the same 

and other times are different.
10

 After concluding her analysis on the latter terms, she 

cites a brief overview for each of the basic terms she previously analyzed. 

 I believe that for Ms. D.Madison ,the Ethnographer is not just an academic scholar 

,who distinguishes him/herself for its field and society, nor is the powerful beholder of 



knowledge  ,who can deconstruct ,analyze and represent an instance or phenomenon 

by his/hers “high tower” of institutionalized authority.She opposes this notion or 

interpretation and explains the reasons why the Ethnographer should involve in its 

quiver the feeling of respect; Respect for all human beings and their positions in the 

world especially if they belong to the unprivileged “side of the river” and the 

Ethnographer is the one that carries their “message” to the rest of the world.Respect 

for their struggles,feelings,dreams and the truth that he/she wants to expose and 

represent.Thus, the Ethnographer has a “holy” ethical duty towards mankind and 

him/herself.A duty to be the bearer of truth and the change that his/her “message” is 

going to bring regardless if it is negative or positive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 D. Madison Soyini, Critical Ethnography: Method, Ethics, and Performance (n.p.: Sage 
Publications, 2011), 3. 

  

2 Ibid, 4. 
  

3 Ibid, 5. 
  

4 Ibid, 5. 
  

5 Ibid, 6. 
  

6 Ibid, 6. 
  

7 Ibid, 7. 
  

8 Ibid, 9. 
  

9 Ibid, 10-11. 
 

 
10

Ibid, 14-15. 



 
 
 
 


